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Do well O Lord unto thoſe that are Good , and True of 


| 


_— 


| 


b—_ 


St. MARK 8, 38, 


IWhoſcever therefore ſball be aſhamed. of Me,- and 

. - of. my Words, in' this adiwlterons avid 
Generation, 'of him alſo ſhall the Sox of Man 
be aſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory of 
bis Father, 'with the holy Angels. 


T the 27th. Verſe of, this: Chapter we find our 
A Saviour puts this Queſtion to hus Diſciples, Say: 
unto: them, Whom do Men ſay that 1 am ? 
Inquiry he doth not-make for, bis own better Mformation, 
or SatisfaCtion , in this Caſe, Becavſe . be . knew all Men, John 2. 
and needed wot that, any ſhould reſtzfie : $a for he tnew *4*5- 
what was in Man ; But it: was, with D lign, as WE may 
ſee afterwards, to ſet his own Diſciples Rig ht and Ortho- 
dox in the Opinion or Knowledge of hi , For upon 
their anſwering, Ver.28. Jobs the Baptiſt, but ſome ſay 
Elias, and others, one of the Prophers : He faith unto them, 
Ver. 29. Whom ſay ye that 1 am2 Which occaſioned that 
Confeſſion of Peter, in the' Name. of them all, 7how' art 
the Chriſt, the Meſliah, the true Saviour or Redeemer of 
Mankind, Whereupon our Saviour proceeds to give them 
a more full Account of the End of his Coming, and of 
the Things concerning himſelf, particularly of .his-Death 
and Paſſion, Ver. 31, And be began to. teach them that 
the Son of Man muſt ſuffer , and be rejetied of the Elders, 
and of the chief Prieſts, and Scribes, and be killed. Now 
B Peter 


(2) 
the Soundneſs of his late Pro- 
being then Iatallible, that he runs 
Error..and Miſtake ;_ for -he- was fo 
News of a Suffering and Crucified Sa- 
viour, that upon this Account of himſelf, Peter took him, 
and began to rebuke bim, Vos. 32. Whereupon our Saviour 
takes occaſion to reprove him, and he doth it ſmartly, 


Ves, De dow \f had red ch and tuokrd on. bu 


4 me Iyer, 
G 0 God, but. the 

DOT of ty which " Remy to WA either, 
” That Peter was infeted with that Opinion ſo 
Flt, 1 a the Jews, \wha looked for! a Savi- 
_ as would & and mig S Mikey ad Serviensde 
out 0 ityde 
and hoce ne ere efa ooh i No fo nj moſt Flouriſhing 
State and Avi Fran Or , and as a Con- 


hereof, He reproyes that his Sha and fern 
E tQ 


and intimates to him EW, that” 

ight be, as indeed it is, it and Jifagreeab! 
| EZ, Intereſt ; but it's Ks with bim and all his 
for he was, as you' have heard, 7o ſuffer, to be 
nd 2 and to be killed. And herein he rells all his Dif- 
ciples they were to reſemble him, and muſt expett and 
prepare accordingly, Ver, 3 And when he bad called the 
People unto him, with his Bike alſs, be ſaid unto then, 
Whoſoever will come after me, let him deny himſelf, ' and 
take up his Croſs, and follow me. As Chriſt was a Man of 
Sorrow and acquainted with Grief, did meet with won- 
derful Difficulties and Afliftions: So his yen alſo 
muſt through much Tribulation enter into the Kingdowi 
of God And the voy). dm: to the utmoſt 1 ity 
( even to Death it ſelf ) though it be our rat loſs, or 
diſadvantage, is the certain way to provide for and ſecure 
our future Intereſt : For whoſoever will fave his life, ſhall loſe 
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it ; but whoſeever ſhall loſe. 4 life for yo om of the o 
pels, the ſame ſhall ſave Gy Ver. 35+ 
cure the favour of God, and to make —__— from 
immortal Souls in Heaven, ( whatever we do, or how- 
ever it coſts us) is both in it ſelf more eligible, and at 
greater. coacern ito vs than all things hire below ; and 1s 
withal ſuch a Conſideration as will make:us. moſd firm and 
ſteady in this Holy Faith and Profeflion, or expoſe us to 
the levereſt Diſpleaſure of our Lord hercaſter , if we are 
by any mcans Gillettled igeaur preſent Fidelity to Chriſt 
and his Doctrxin;; ' For what ſhall it profit a'\Man, if he' ſhall 
gain the whole World, and loſe his own Soul + Or what ſhall 
a Man give in. exchange for his Soul ? Wheſoever therefore 
ſhall be aſhamed of me, 'and of my Word, in this Adulterous 
and Sinful Generation , of bins alſo ſhall the Son of Man be 
aſbamed, when be cometh in the Glory of his Father, with 
the holy. Angels. 


From vihed Words | thall ſpeak to theſe Glowingipas- 
ticulars; which ſeem to. be-the Natural reſule of them as 
now conſidered ; 


a, OO EN Saviour here warns all 

Diſciples: againſt, or what: is meant: by our being 

aſhamed. of Chriſt and of his Words. '--'+ | 
res: What are, or/ may; be the Temptations 


.T hardly, The Aggravations hereot. 


Fourthly , The Judgments or Puniſhments to be in» 
flited for it. 


Fithly, The Means to eſcape or avoid it. -\ 
Now in the Firſt. place, 'That great: Fvil which our 


Lord here ſpeaks of, may imply ſome, or all, of theſe fol- 
w" particulars. 


An utter Rejefting or Renouncing of him, and his 
Doria | 


Secondly, An nn 26 or Diſowniog them: // - 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, *A'Recoiling or: Averſion to ſome more dif- 
ficultParts,! or'duties o& -Religion. 
Fourthly, 'Some A&tions or Proceedings that are con- 
trary 'to the -real" Intereſt, or Advantage, of true Reli- 
10h: , 419 10M 119% 
© The Evil-of all which, we ſhall better apprehend by a 
diſtin&t Conſideration of-cach particular. 

Firſt then; 7o' be aſhamed of Chrift and of his Word, 
may imply an utter Rejetting or —_— of him and 
his Do&rin; and ſo may wie refer to ſuch our Saviour 
ſpeaks of, and threatens ſo ſeverely,” Matth, ro. 14, 15. 
Whoſeever fball not receive you, nor hear your Words, when 
ye depart out of that Houſe, or City, ſhake "off the Duſt 
your Feet.  Verily I ſay unto you, It ſhall be more tollerable 
for the Land of Sodom and Gomorrha, in the day of Fudg- 
ment, then for that City : Which is meant of ſuch who 
reje&t the very firſt overtures of Grace -and Salvation. 
Andnow if he their Caſe fo deſperate, how 
much 'worſe (if poſſible?) -may we conclude the Circum- 
ſtances of thoſe, who having received, do ſhamefully de- 
ſert shat Holy Faith and Profeſſion, and utterly caft off 
or diſown all their former ſhare and intereſt in Chriſt and 
his Dodtrin ; that is, in ſhort, an'urter Apoſtacy from 
the Faith of Chriſt, and a Renouncing that their Holy Re- 
ligion, Which Sin, with the ſelt-ſame Note and Chara- 
Qer of it, as here expreſt, is mentioned” by the Apoſtle, 
Heb. 6.. /t i impoſſible for them who were once enlightened, 
and have taſted of the Heavenly Gift, and were made par- 
takers of the Holy Ghoſt, and had taſted the good Word of 
Ged,' and the Powers of the World to come: If they ſhall 
fall away, to renew them again to repentance : Seeing they 
erucify to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put bow to 
an open ſhame. Where the Nature _of this Sin, or the 
great ingredient of its Guilr, is the Crucifying Chriſt, as 
it were, a Second time, and fo again expoſi _ to 
' iname 
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ſhame. Whereupon, as the learned Annotator obſerves, 
That muſt need, conclude renouncing or denying of Chriſt, the 
looking on him as ſuch the Fews pretended him to be , when 
they Crucified him, that is an Impoſture : That is, in ſhort, 
Men of Corrupt Minds, reprobate concerning the Faith, 
2 Tim. 3. 8. 

Secondly, This Phraſe of being aſhamed of me, aud my 
Words, may ſignify an external Denyal, or Diſowning of 
Chriſt and his Profeſſion, even when we have a perſwa- 
ſion in our own Minds contrary thereunto ; but we (upon 
fome accounts to be ſpoken to preſently ) do herein act 
contrary to the inward Sence and Conviction of our own 
Minds and Judgments: And ſo we may hereupon explain 
or interpret this Expreſſion, or the Words here betore us, 
from that mga Place Matth. 10. 32,33. Where our Sa- 
viour ſpeaks to the fame, or like Argument, Wheſoever 
therefore ſhall confeſs me before Men, him will T confeſs alſo 
before my Father which is in Heaven. But whoſoever ſhall 
deny me before Men, him will I alſo deny before my Father 
which is in Heaven. Which Words do very plainly re- 
fer toa generous Owning, or publick Atteſtation of Chriſt 
and his Dotrin, with the Condemnation of the contrary 
Faintneſs or Cowardize in thoſe who yet really own and 


profeſs his Religion, And of this Nature was that Sin $t.John 
which the Scripture it ſelf takes notice of in Joſeph of '? 3G 
Arimathea, being a Diſciple of Teſus, but ſecretly for fear of ghar 


the Fews ; and in Nicodemus , which at the firſt came to 
Feſus by Night. Among the chief Rulers alſo many believed 
on him, but , AF" of the Phariſees they did not confeſs him 
teſt they ſhould be put out of the Synagogue, for they loved the 
praiſe of Men more than the praiſe of God. Where we ſee 
plainly, there may be an inward Belief in Chriſt, or a full 
and thorough Perſwaſion of him, and his Dottrin ; when 
yet. in ſhew and appearance there may be no external 
Owning or Conteſlion of it: And ſuch as was this may on 

| rene 
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the caſe of many Chriſtians, who may be tov often pre- 
vailed upon to diſguiſe or diſſemble the internal Sence 
and DiCtates of their Minds and Conſciences, and baſely 
force their Tongues to give their Hearts the Lye : 
But now to believe in Chritt, and upon all Caſes, and in . 
all Circumſtances and Conditions,to aſſert, own,deelare,and 
atteſt as much ; this is truly Generous and Chriſtian, a 
Glory and an Honour to Chriſt and our Profeſſion ; 
whereas to counterfeit or cover what we are, or what 
we believe, is the baſeſt Impoſture, rhe moſt coward! 
Hypocriſie, and is moſt certainly, Being aſhamed of Chri/} 
and his Words in an Adulterous and Sinful Generation. 
Thirdly, An other thing imply'd or fgnify'd by this 
Expreſlion, Bei aſhamed of me and of my Words, is a re- 
coiling, or averſion to ſome more difficult Parts or Du- 
ties of Religion : That. is, when Men will profeſs Chriſt, 
or own his Faith or Religion, and go on fairly with him 
for ſome time ; bur fhake hands, leave or deſert him 
when. it comes to ſome extraordinary Streſs or Difficulty, 
Thus it was in the Caſe before us, Peter ſeerns to make a 
fair Profeſſion of his Faith, When he ſaid, thou art the 
Chriſt, Ver. 29, But we find he was ſtrangely ſtartled, 
and mightily out of the way upon our Saviours inform- 
ing him of thoſe grear Troubles and Calamities that 
ſhould befal him. The News of a Saviour was readil 
imbraced by him, but he doth mightily regret his dt- 
ſtreſſed Circumſtances ; Nor was this (elf-ſame thing a leſs 
Scandal to ſome other of his Diſciples ; for upon our Sa- 
viours telling ſome, of his Grving his Fleſh for them to eat, 
and his Blood. to drink ( which be did by his Death and 
Crucifixion. for. them) Many therefore of bis Diſciples, 
when they heard this, ſaid, This is an hard ſaying, Who 
can hear it > Some things required of us to believe or do, 
that are caſily obſerved or pratticed, do not, and indeed 
cannot inuch affet us. But this 1s an inſtance of our 
| chief, 
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chief, if not pure, obſervance to Chriſt, that we yield our” - 
ſelyes wholly and intirely to him even in thoſe Things 
and. Caſes that are moſt abſtruce, difficult and uneaſie; 
herein conſiſts our. chiefeſt Owning and moſt glorious 
Profeſſion of our Faith in him: And from ſuch a prattice 
he infers the Dottrin we are now upon ; for as it 
plainly appears by the Context, from this Duty or Prin- 
ciple laid down, Ver. 34. Whoſoever will come after me, 
let him deny himſelf, and take u his Croſs, and follow me : 
I fay upon this he infers, Whoſoever ſpall be aſhamed of 
me, &c. As if he ſhould ſay, He that will not hearken to 
me, or accept of me-on ſuch Terms and Conditions, 
how hard ſoever they may ſeem to him, is 4/ſbamed of 
me, and-ſhall fare accordingly. - And he that takes not bis 
Crofs, , and fol/oweth _ me, is not worthy of me, Matth, 
10; 38. Our moſt eminent and proper Owning of 
Chriſt and Profeſſion of his. Faitb, is when we are called 
by him to-the greateſt (treights and hardeſt Duties. Porb' 
Job fear God. for nowght 2 Haſt thou not made a Helge: 
about bim, and about his Fſowſe, and about all that he hath 
on every fide? 7 how haſt bleſſed the work of his Hands, and 
his Subſtance 1s increaſed in the Land. But put forth thine 
Hand now, and touch all that be hath, and he will curſe thee 
to thy Face, :Joh 3, 10,1t. What was here falſly "pplicd 
to this good Man, is too often verified in many others, 
We are willing ;to- hearken to God, and to. obſerve him 
on cafic Terms and in proſperous Circumſtances ; but if 
any thing thwarts this, like the young Man in the Gof- 
pzl, on the-ſame Occaſion, 7t mates ws go away Sorrowful. 
Whereas now a. Sound and True Faith diſputes no Com- 
mands, ſticks at no Qppoſition;; for the greater the Hard- 
ſhip and Difficulty, the more our Duty and Obedience : 
50 that in ſhort we may goa great way in a- fair Profeſſion 
of Religion, but if we retuſe or decline the difficult Parts, 

Duries, 
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Duties, or Inſtances of it, wherewith God may try and 
excrciſe our Faith. This is a Rebellion againſt, or a Dif- 
ſertion of Chriſt and his Dottrin, A'being d of bim 
and his Words; for every - Chriſtian ſhould be ready to 
ſay with the Apoſtle, Rom. 8. 38, 39. 7 am per- 
ſwaded, that neither Death, nor Lite, nor Angels, nor Prin- 
cipalities, .nor Powers, mor Things preſent, nor Things to: 
come, nor Height,” nor Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhalt 
be able to ſeparate us from the love of God which u in Chriſt 
Teſus our Lord. 

Fourthly , Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me, and my 
Words, may ſignify ſuch as att contrary to the true In- 
tereſt, and real' Advantage of that Faith and Religion 
which they profeſs. And this part or inſtance carries in 
it the guilt of all the foregoing Evils, and goes a conſi- 
derable ſtep further ; ro make a fair Pretence, and glo- 
rious Profeſſion of Religion only to diſgrace, abuſe, or 
betray it ; is the moſt aggravating Circumſtance of Guilt 
and Condemnation, and ſeems to be the very caſe of 
Tudas himſelf, who was one of our Saviours profeſſed 
Diſciples, attended him conſtantly, heard his gracious 
Words, ſaw his Miracles, and was a conſtant Partaker 
of his Goodneſs; yet who but this was the Villain that be- 
trayed him? And therefore our Lord upon that Occaſion 
ſeems to beſpeak this Wretch in ſuch a manner as me- 
thinks, goes home, and cuts to the very quick, when he 
ſaid, as *tis St. Matth. 26. 50. and St. Luke 22. 48. Friend 
wherefore art thou come 2 Fudas, betrayeſt thou the Son of 
Man with a Kiſs 2 Betrayeſt thou ! who was ſo near to me, 
and ſo much'obliged by me. If any wiſe to injure or deſert 
our-Religion, or upon''any account to be aſhamed of 
Chriſt, is infinitely dangerous ; to 'promote or forward 
4 contrary Intereſt, and to be our ſelves helpful and in- 
ſtrumental to the ruin or prejudice of that our own very 
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Faith and Profeſſion, is the bighe(t Niſhonour we can 
offer to God: and our Religion, and the utmoſt violati- 
on of 'all Honeſty and Conſcience. 

And having thus given you an Account of this great 
and dangerous Evil, -of being aſhamed of Chriſt, and his 
Words, and ſhewed to you what it is, or wherein it 
doth Conſiſt : Being 1. An utter Renouncing our Religion, 
'2. An-external Difowning - of it. 3. An Averſion to _ 
of its-more difficult Duties. Or 4. Such Ations end Pro- 
ceedings as are contrary tothe Intereſt of -Chriſt and 
his Do&rine. I proceed according to the Methgd pro- 
pounded, to Conſider in the 2, Place, What are the-Temp- 
tations to this ſo great and dangerous Evil. - And they 
are generally ſuch as theſe. | 

1, Baſe and Unworthy -Complyance. 
2. Secular Gain or Intereſt. 
3- The Fear or Danger of Suffering, 

I. This great Evil is too often” occaſioned through Bafe 
and Unworthy Complyance : 'Th Religion, or the 
Concern: of our Souls, is the moſt ſerious and weighty 
matter in the whole World ; yet nothing is ſo much trifled 
with, and difregarded, and rendered plyant co every. turn, 
and occaſion ; as if the mode of the Times, eminent Ex- 
amples, and prophane Scofis and Derifions, were to' be 
the Rule and Standard of what we were to believe or do 
in theſe great and momentous Aﬀairs; Men. being too 
often become really aſhamed of Chriſt -and his Words, in 
a Sinfull and Aduiterons Generation: Wherein our Saviour 
refers to the very Cauſe or Occaſion here laid down 
for their ſo doing, as if it were unſeemly to own-and pro- 
feſs Chriſt and his True ' Religion, amidſt-a Generation 
of Wicked and Sinful Men, I|Wherein they think it ſtrange 
if you run not with them into the ſame exceſs of Riot, ſpea- 
king Evil of you, 1. Pet. 4. 4. Great Examples and Im- 
portunate Solicitations are very powerful with moſt men, 
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who' are too eaſily carried away with the Stream, and 
follow a multitude to a> Evil : But the Temptations is as 
Unwarrantable as what it ends in. And ſuch the Em- 
perour Conſtantius thought it to be in that memorable Caſe, 
which-is thus related by Euſebins. © Conſtantius,the Father 
* of Conſtantine, had this Device came into - his Head, 
«* that may be a paradox to hear as it was ſtrange to pra- 
© ftice; He put 1t to the choice of all-his-Courriers about 
© him, even to the very Judges themſelves; or-ſuch as were 
* placed in the chief Stations-of Authority, Whether they 
« would Sacrifice to Devils, and remain in-his Palace in 
* their wonted Honour, or-upon'refuſal be removed from 
© his Favour and Preſence» Whereupon when the Court 
« became divided, and ſome went one and ſome another 
«© way., the Excellent Prince diſcovering himſelf ; Thoſe . 
© that. yielded he Reproached for their Cowardice, and 
» Hypperibic, but greatly Approved and Commended 
*tholſe-that kept their Integrity to God ; looking on thoſe 
*as Traytors to their God, tnd ſo not worthy the Fa- 
*your-of ' their Prince t' For how, faid' He, ſhall they 
©* be -imagined to be Faithful to their King, who are 
*found Falſe to God himſelf > And therefore utterly 
* Baniſhed them from his: Preſence : But they that were 
*Firm and True to God and their Religion, ſuch he did 
* believe would be juſt 'and faithful to Himſelf. Z«wones- 
© A125 & avrys + bameies The preps ue. He made them the Pro- 
* teftors and principle Officers of his Kingdom, ſaying, They 
«were worthy to be ranked in the number of tis Bo- 
«ſom Friends and Deareſt Relations, and to be valued and 
« eſteemed above his higheſt Treaſures. Herein attin 

agreeable to that Prudent and Pious Reſolution of David, 
Mine- Eyes ſhall be upon the faithful of the land that they 
may dwell with me: He that walks in a perfett way, ( or 
is-perſeft in the 'way:) He. ſhall ferve me :+ He that work- 
eth"deceit: ſhall not dwelt in. my houſe, he that telleth lies 
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ſhall not tarry in my fight, ( or ſhall not be eſtabliſhed ) 


Pf. ror. 6, 7. 

This is the Firſt Thing, Baſe and Unworthy Com-- 
plyance 1s very frequently the Occaſion of Mens being 
aſhamed of Chriſt and his Words. 

Whereupon follows in the Second. Place, as another 
great Inducement or Temptation hereunto. 

Secular Gain or. Intereſt : Which our Saviour 
hath ref] to in the Caſe before us, as one Occa- 
ſion of this great Evil, ſaying, as he doth, Ver. 36. What 
[ball it profit a Man, if he ſhall gain the whole World, and 
loſe his own Soul 2 &c. Intimating the great Prejudices and 
Diſcouragements againſt him and his Doctrin, were the So- 
licitations or Temptations of Things here below : Which 
yet in the greateſt Enjoy ments were no wiſe able to com- 
penſate the great Evil they were uy ſeduced to, of 
being, aſhamed of Chriſt, and his Words. Now ſecular 
Wealth, or Greatneſs, is ſuch a powerful Ingagement 
againſt all kind of Goodneſs, That the Devil reſerved this 
Temptation for the laſt ; and therefore, it's like, looked 
on it as the greateſt he could uſe: And which he hoped 
might prevail even upon our Saviour himſelf, For he 
ſkeweth him all the Kingdoms of the Earth, and the Glory of 
them. And ſaith unto him, all theſe Things will 1 geve 
thee, if thou wilt fall down aud worſhip me. Now what -could 
not prevail upon ' him, is God knows too powerſul with 
many of us, who either through the Ambition of, our 
Spirits, or the Neceſlity. of Nature, are by our ſecular 
Intereſt too often carried beyond. the bounds of our Du» 
ties, and hereby made complyant.to'Unjuſt and Diſhon- 
ourable Praftices. And may .not the Apoſtle ſeem to 
have reference to | the worſt Conſequences this way, in 
the 2 Pet. 2. There ſhall be falſe Preachers a you, who 
privily : ſhall bring in damnable Herefies. A rhrag Co- 
vetouſneſs ſhall they with feigned ne make Merc mm 
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One But now we-may- the leſs wonder at that nn- 
ppy influence, which this Vice hath over Faith and 
a good Conſcience; when we remember that Covetouſ- 
neſs, or the Love of Secular Gain and Intereſt did make 
Chriſt's own Diſciple ſhamefully forfake him, and baſely 
betray him to his moſt Malicious Perfecutors. and Mur. 
therers. One of theTwebve called Fudas Tſeariot went unto the 
Chief Prieſt; and ſaid unto them, What will ye give me and 
I will deliver him unto you > and they covenanted with *him 
for Thirty pieces of Sifver, Matth. 26. rs. And if the 
value of about Three Pound Fiftcen Shillings could 
prompt a' Diſciple to this horrid Treachery, we may be 
apt to ſuſpeX' at- leaft, that a more additional Tempra. 
rion- this way may have too much prevalency upon mean 
and fordid Spirits; Wherefore Love. not the World, neither 
the - things that are im the Warld. If any Man Love the 
World, the Love of” the Father is not in him, rt John 2, r5. 
So powerful are the things here below to keep, or to 
withdraw Men from a hearty Love and Regard of God 

and Religion. | 
The Third and Laſt thing prevalent to this moſt 
fatal Evil and Impiety is, The Fear or | Danger” of 
reſent Sufferings. A Life of Eafe, Pleaſure and Plenty, 
's"grateful to af Men ; whereupon many do readily" im- 
brace the fmooth ſide of Religion : But Suffering and Per. 
ſeeution are things: contrary-to- Fleſh'and Blood, and are 
indeed ſ6vere-and terrible Pryals, fach as wilt even ſhake 
the-#olt' Ready” #ne/ refolute Chriſtian: 'Wherefdre' te 
ſpealowirt the PoE this Cafe alſo, Who is ſufficient for 
theſs: things's And' whatever Men miy' now think, or ratk 
oPivat® diftance ; yet- ifiever God'ſhould*call us ro this 
fiery Fryal;/ t witraquire a moſt ftegdy Farth, rogether 
with extraordinery* afftance of the Drvine Spit; to car- 
ry us-through” ſuch extreme” Hardſhip .and! Pifficul : 
Peter who'was'fo conſtant-with oor Saviour, 'and\ who 
x was 
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was-Withai-ſo bras, plain and: generous, in his/Profedion of 
Chriſt;- 4nd. {@ reſalved as nothing could be more ;- And 
who. its; reaſonable to think was in his own Judgment 
firm and immoveable, was yet: we know ſtrangely fur-: 
priſed, and utterly confounded when -it-came to the pinch; 
inſomuch that hardly ever Mam was: guilty-of- ſuchia baſe 
and ſudden Revolt. He forind when» Danger was very: 
near and threatning, quite-diftcrent Judgments and Ap-: 
prehenfons of things then when he confideredir only at a 
diſtances as will be rhe caſe: of every Man whom God 
calls ta this moll. ſevere and: difficult Duty. 

There are great and unavoidable Prejudices- and Rehu- 
Qances in buman Nature againſt Torments-or. Sufferings,. 
and. very ſtrange Perplexities and Miſgivings of Mind, 4n 
that great Change from this to another World : Beſides 
there muſt needs: be unconceiveable Convulſions: ariſe in 
us, from. our Injury or. Loſs-in thoſe: things, that- arc 4n« 
ſtramental to- our preſent Eaſe and Comfteits ;-and: there- 
fore Our Saviour might well put that» Queſtion, Are ye 
able to drink of the Cup! that” 1 ſhall drink of, and :rorbe baps 
tized with the Baptifo that I aw Raptrerdy Manths 20: 22. 
This'be: telly ug: thallcbe the Pornogof forme! ; but: upon 
this/Kock vary mfiny) have: enaile! Shjpwratt 20f7 Faith and 
a. good Conſcience, having proved: thegreateſt caute ati Mens 
being ; Aſhomedeof .Chrift,' and bis Words. 'in\ an Addie rous 
and Shifud Genenar ini 101 1107 12 2 ali 

Having: tlius conſidered what that is which: our: Savi- 
our hets warnatageint; by our being 4/bamedobChrift, 
and his Words, 1 Amd Secondly; When are; 'or:may be 
tha Tempration»thereuotay'Þ proceed to confrder! 2ff the 
Ehind: (pltce: - Tlie» great Guiltor:/Apgravation! hereof; 
which wil larg2-ly appear tous from the-Confideratiom of 
theſe folJowng Partze ders; tt H t2tglong 2 
..Þy Thus to; bel Ahmed of Ghriiky ond chjs Wh vide; igahb 
aneatgh nulowitt and; Sehwdab.ito Religion: For -if we 
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conſider the Expreſſion, according to a meer literal a6 
tation; "That (is ever more looked upon as moſt Baſe and 
Scandalous, which Men'rare loth or aſhamed to own, 
er -acknowledge. Certain it is, That a Difowning or Dil. 
ſertion of Chritt, -and his Religion' in whatever way or 
kind we-'do.-it,/ 15 an- oper Declaration ro the World of 
our-great-diſhke thereof, a plain Repentance of what we 
have profeſſed,” and as '1t were Advice or Precaution' to 
others againſt all furure concern, or regard for God and 
Religion : The Aftions of ſuch a Man do ſeem to ſpeak 
the Senſe of his Mind after this, or the like manner ; 4// 
the whole buſineſs of Religion ts meer Noiſe, Cheat, or Im- 
pofture. 'And whatever Men" talk, or ſay about it, is all vain 
and inſignificant. Why ſhould we wait on the Lord any longer * 
It is in vain to ſerve God, and what profit is it that we 
have kept his Ordinance ? Therefore they ſay unto God, de- 
part from us, for we defire not the knowledge of thy ways. 
What 'is the Almighty that we Jhould ſerve him? And what 
profit ſhould we have if 'we pray unto him? In ſhort, That 
Religion is not worth the Owning which a Man cannot 
Suffer, Bleed, and Dye for. 

2. And this brings us to a Second Aggravation there- 
of ; That it is the ©. c9ev Indignity or Dishonour to God. 
Such is-imply'd-in the very Expreſſion for it, Whoſoever 
ſhall be: aſhamed of me, and of my Words': So that to be 
thus guilty is to affront God, and is a perfe&t and open 
Defiance to Heaven it ſelf ; for tis the peculiar and im- 
mediate Cauſe of God, who is the Author of Religion, 
for whoſe ſake: and on whoſe account this is Inſtitured 
and Bnjoyn'd us 150 that thus baſely to deſert, or any 
wiſe to or deny him, is nor only a withdrawing 
our mom 997 Allegiance from him ; but the ſetting up 
a profeſs9d Hoſtiliry and Rebellion againſt him , and a 
down-right Declaration that we will not have Him to reign 
ever 1s.” In'a'Word, This is the greateſt Obſtinacy, t 
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moſt daring Provocation, the-higheſt Treachery, that a 
mortal Creature. can-be guilty ot, againſt the moſt gra- 
cious and almighty Being of God z and carries every 
thing in it that may render it exceeding Sinful. 

3- Another great Aggravation hereot is, That it is 
contrary to the Sentiments-of our Minds, and ſuch as 
is an [njury or Violation to our own. very Conſciences: 
For that Man hath--nothing; to /palliate or excuſe his 
Crime, \that breaks through and: violates the Senſe os 
Perſwaſton of his own Conſcience, which is-more to him 
than Ten thouſand Witneſſes, And therefore though 
Men may be Deaf - to this inward Guide, and by their 
Luſts or ſordid Intereſt be prevailed- upon, -to-contradich 
or ſtifle thoſe internal Sentiments, yet ns Man can thiok 
them happy, much leſs hath any reaſon to envy them 
what they thus obtain. | For: this Candle of the Lord: ( as 
is Solomon's Phraſe fox Conſcience ) will ſometime or 
other glare in- their Faces, or 'burn them: to: the quick; 
and torment them ſeverely; for being thus Unjuſt,; Baſe 
and. Treacherous,. to themſelves.' And though we fee it, 
God -knoweth- tops often, that Men Sacrifice. Peace of 
Conſcience: to baſe and unworthy Intereſt. as if worſe 
than the unjuſt Judge they did not regard God or Many 
nor themſelves ; yet this Perplexity and Vexation, which» 
is. inevitable- hereupon , will be & perpetual Plague, and 
like a troubleſome Ghoſt, haunt and fret them wheres 
ever, or however they are. And a Man-1s ſcarce capable 
of a greater Condemnation or Puniſhment than thus- to 
decry or reprove his own Attions. Happy is he that 
condemneth not himſelf in that Thing which be alloweth; 
Rom. 14. 22. 

4- And -which doth enſue upon this, The Cafe whicty }. 
is -here Condemned by our Saviour, is a Reproach, ever» 
to humane Nature: Firmneſs and Conſtancy of Mind-is 
generous and manly, an Argument of a brave and cou- 

ragious 
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ragious Spirit 3:ſuch. That is-always accounted which can 
bear it ſelf up; amd maintain ns{[ategrity apainſt/all'Op- 
poſtion and+vAllurements tothg'contrary 4/And therefore 
ſuch reſolute: truſtySouls \huve evetmore- had the gene- 
ral eſteem' and commendation 'of goodand wiſe Men. As 
on the contrary, 'its an/undoubted proot and inſtance of 
an unmanly, picitul or davgervus Temper, eaſſly ro forgo 
or: yield up"our Truth and Integrity , theigreateft Glory 
of our Natures fo that he debaterh himielt 'to:the vileit 
ce, and moſt miſerable Condition, that debauches the 
nobleſt Principle of his Soul, as is the caſe of ſuch who 
are aſhamed of God and 'a' good Cauſe: Another 'Ag- 
pravation that we; may add 'to'this,” fs'in the 
Fifth Place, Even 'the preſetir Tnſecarity of ſuch Men, 
or-of ſuch a Condition, as 1s: here ſpoken of by our'Sa- 
viour: And this conſideration added to the reſt cuts them 
clear off from all their holds: Such baſe Hypocriſie and 
Difſimulation will 'not laſt Jong, and doth but ſeldom 
anſwer ſuch Mens e's 1 in'jt ; for as So/omon faith; The 
Lip of truth ſpall be eſtabliſhed for ever,' but a lying Tongue 
i but for a Moment. Baſe complyances and ſuch unwor- 
thy" prattices in the cauſe of God and Religion, do'fre- 
quently carry Guile in their Foreheads, and do ſooner 
or later prove ineffetual and dangerous to themſelves, 
and very often ſpoil or fruſtrate their own Aftions or 
Deſigns,” And then all Men that ſee them ſhall langh them 
tn Scorn : Whereas certain it is, That Uprightneſs and 
integrity, a cloſs and ſteady Adheſion to an honeſt Cauſe, 
and 'a good Conſeience, will be more approved of, ſuc- 
ceeded better, for our Intereſt, and carry us moſt happily 
thorough all Difficulty and Oppoſition ; while Baſe, 
Cowardize 'and Diſſimulation , will render us Improſ- 
peroas' in alf our _ and make us every way Odi- 
ous, and Hateful to God and Men. 


From 
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From whence we proceed to conſider, in the Fourth 


Place, The Judgment and Puniſhment to be inflicted for 
it ; Of him alſo jhal the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he 


ment of ſuch baſe Deſertcrs of him, and his Religion, to 
a future Judgment and Tribunal. Whereupon, by the 
way, we may make theſe tollowing Oblcrvations. ; 
Firſt, This threatning ot a future Recompence, 1s not 
deſigned fo as to imply an utrer Excluſion of all preſent 
Puniſhment or Judgment, to be inilicted on ſuch Men; 
they may be, and trequently are, met with and puniſhed 
ſeverely in this World. The ſting, or guilt of Conſcience, 
will ſometime fret and torment them, for ſuch baſe and 
unworthy Practices; they are frequently expoſed to the 
ſcorn of good Men, and the contempt of the World, and 
- areno ſmall Sufferers in their preſeat Enjoyments : Theſe 
or the like Puniſhments do, or may overtake Tuch 
Offenders even now at preſent, it being a Pradtice that is 
frequently injurious to Mens Secular Intereſt and Security, 
as we heard before. Thus, with a future, this may alſo re- 
fer to or nat exclude a preſent Puniſhment, as God in his 
Wiſdom may think fit and convenient. Though too in the 
Second Place this may imply, what doth ſometimes 
happen, That wicked Men, and among theſe, ſuch as are 
thus guilty, may paſs through this World with Eaſe or 
Impunity ; and perhaps, to outward appearance, meet 
with no Puniſhment, no Retribution, for ſo great Impie- 
ty. For many good Cauſes God may, for a while, tor- 
bear or delay their Puniſhment, to the great and general 
Day of Accounts, when he will give to every one accord- 
ing to his Works. So that we are not to judge from the 
preſent [mpunity ; or, which is more, the Flourthhing and 
Proſperous Condition of ſuch Men, though ſo guilty 
agaiaſt God, that he is altogether regardleſs of them and 
his Honour : Though he doth forbear, he doth. not alto- 
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gether forget them, but will ( if not before) call them 
to ſtriit Examination another Day. 

Whereupon we may obſerve again, Thirdly, That the 
mentioning of ſuch a future Retribution, may be, and 
doubrleſs is, with ſome deſign of ſhowing or repreſenting 
the greater Judgment or Vengeance of God, that is trea- 
fared up againſt them ; as if tuch profligate Sinners could 
not be enough, or ſufficiently panifhed rill Chriſt were in- 
veſted with his Sovereign Power and Authority. So that 
this is here mentioned as a very heightning Aggravation 
of their Pamſhment, they may conſider ( and tremble 
to think on it ) that their Doom is reſerved for that 
Great and Solemn Aſſize. Whoſoeever ſhall be aſhamed of 
me, and my Words, in this Adulterous and Sinful Genera- 
them, of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he 
rometh in the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels. 
And its being thus exprefſed, may ſhow the Puniſhment 
of ſuch to be very Severe and Terrible upon theſe follow- 
ing Accounts. As it doth imply, 

x. Chriſt's utter Diſowning of them. 

2. After the moſt diſgracetul Sort or Manner. 

3- At the moſt ſolemn Time or Seaſon. 

4- In Mens greateſt Streights and Neceſlities. And 

5. A Conſequence of moſt dreadful Ruin, and 
eternal Deſtruftion. 

Firſt, This threatning (here before us ) doth imply 
or ſignify Chrift's utter Diſowning of them, and that rs 
here repreſented to us theſe Two ways: Firſt, By his be- 
ing aſhamed of them; that is, ſuch ſhall be rejeted by 
him, and quite difowned, from having any ſhare or be- 
nefit in his Redemption, and the Kingdom of his Father. 
Now, as God faith by the Prophet concerning good Men, 
They ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord, in that Day when I make « 
wy Jewels > So contrariwiſe may be here ſaid, or intend- 
ed of theſe, Chriſtar that great Day ſhall utrerly difown 
them, and caft them from hus Preſence for ever ; as is ſtill 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, further implied and ſignified by the time here 
expreſſed for his ſo doing, When he cometh in the Glory of 
bis Father, &c. At that great and folemn Day, which 
is the final Conſummarion of all things, after which there 
is nothing to be done, no more Accounts to be made, 
then he paſs on them aa irrevocable Sentence of 
Condemnation. And is not this a moſt ſevere and affright- 
ful Caſe, that forebodes and threatens an eternal Baniſh- 
ment from the Divine Love and Favour, and the procuring 
of God's utter Hatred and Diſpleaſure, of which there 
can be no repeal or recovery. To be thus rejetted and 
abanJoned by Chriſt our Lord, who hath (hed his Blood 
for our Redemption, and has hid on us the ſtricteſt Obli- 
gations umaginable to own and obey him, is a moſt 
heightning conſideration of Miſery and Condemnation. 
To ce, at that great Day of Accounts, the gracious Savi- 
our of the World, thus utterly to reje&t and caſt off 
thoſe for whom he ſhed his Blood and inſtead of Re- 
ward or Redemption, to paſs a diſmal Sentence of Puniſh- 
ment againſt them, is a cutting conſideration even now 
to think of, What will it be to experience another Day ? 
Conſidering in the 
Second Place, That this will be done after the moſt diſ- 
graceful Sort or Manner : Of him hall the Son of Man be 
aſhamed, ( Nec Lex eſt juſtior ulla. ) For it both repreſents 
the Equity of the Divine Proceedings, together with the 
ſharpneſs of the Puniſhment, as they have been aſhamed of 
him, ſo will he be of them ; he will reje&t and difowa them 
40 the moſt Vile and Contemptious manner ; he will be 
even a{hamed to look upon them, and will caſt them from 
him with Scorn and Confuſion. Now there is nothing that 
doth generally more atte&t human Nature, than to be treat- 
cd with Contempt ; to a good and generous Spirit it is moſt 
cutting and intollerable. And you can't but obſerve from 
daily Experience, that nothing goes ſo deep, or afflitsfo 
much, as to be ſlighted and contemn'd: From whence w2 
D 2 
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may make a gueſs of the great Puniſhment of all fuch Souls 
as ſhall- be thus treated by Chriſt at rhat Day. There is 
even to common Malefa&tors a kind of ſecret Pity and 
Commiſeration, though Suffering for very Notorious 
Crimes and Villainies ; but thoſe Men are prodigiouſly 
Guilty and Miſerable, that fall! with univerſal Scorn and 
Derifion : Yet ſuch, and/much worſe, is the Puniſhment 
here threatned, Of them ſhall Chriſt be aſhamed. How- 
ever others may fare, theſe ſhall ſuffer Shameful and Un- 
pitied, or one great Puniſhment to be inflicted on them 
is, Shame or Contempt : And you know among Men, 
That 'tis a great heightning, and ſometimes indeed the 
utmoſt Aggravation of a Suffering, to have the Ingre- 
dient or Circumſtance of Shame or Scandal. And what 
now ſhall we think of theſe, at that great Day, when 
whatever is really Shameful and Scandalous ſhall be the 
Lot and Portion of ſuch Sinners. For, 

Thirdly, All this ſhall be at the moſt ſolemn Time and 
ſon, Of him ſhall the Sen of Man be aſhamed, when he 
cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels. 
Shame or Contempt 1s a relative Evil, that which doth 
properly depend on the view or apprehenſion of others; 
which is more and more heightned or improved ( that 
is rendered ſtill the worſe to bear ) the more, and grea- 
ter the Obje&ts we are thus expoſed to; and therefore 
how great and intollerable is this moſt Shameful Puniſh- 
ment like to be, that is executed or inflicted after ſuch a 
Serious and Solemn manner, bearing in it whatever may 
render it Affrightful and Terrible, Of him ſhall the Son of 
Man, &c. that is, Chriſt who was God and Man, 'this 
great God ſhall then be aſhamed of him. And as if this 
were not enough to ſuperadd hereunto, it is Aggravated 
from 'the Time, Company, or Circumſtances here men- 
tioned, When he ſhall come in the Glory of his Father, with 
the: holy Angels : Every Word bears in it a moſt cutting 

ion. This ſhall be their Lot and Portion from 
hun, 
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him, when he ſhall appear; in his infinitely glorious God- 
head after the moſt, Solemn and Triumphant manner, 
and comes with Millions of Angels to call all the World 
to Judgment, befpre infinite Multitudes of ſuch Pure and 
Holy Spirits, and before, all the World he ſhall paſs ſuch 
2 diſmal Puniſhment upon them. As it he ſhould fay, 
Mea. have very great reaſon to be careful againſt this Evil, 
conſidering that ſuch a preſent denial, or being aſhamed 
of Chriſt, ſhall be thus repayed hereatter. They that dif- 
own him now before Men, 7» an Adulterous and Sinful Ge- 
eration; (hall be ſhamefully rejetted by him before the 
holy Angels. He that will be inveſted with infinite 
Glory and Majeſty, will for 7his be then aſhamed of 
them in the preſence of theſe Pure and Immaculate. Be- 
ings. And the conſideration of thele Solemn Circum- 
ſtances, is a moſt diſmal Aggravation of that future Con- 
demnation and Puniſhment reſerved for them againſt the. 
great Day of Judgment. Conſidering in the 

Fourth Place, That this is in, Mens greateſt Streights 
and Neceſſities ; Of him /hall the Son of Man be aſhamed, whew 
he cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels ; 
a time of the greateſt diſtreſs and danger, For the future 
Day of Accounts, or Judgment, ( whereof this is ſuch a 
lively Repreſentation )- will be the Seaſon when we ſhall 
ſtand in moſt need of God, and Chriſt our Redeemer : 
Then to have a ſhare and intereſt in Heaven, and. to 
have favour with the great Judge of the World, will be 
our greateſt, and indeed our only Comfort. Nothing 
will then ſtand us in ſtead, or avail us, but ſuch a 
happy Proviſion as this : But oh ! how miſerable now 
muſt the contrary caſe of ſuch Men-be, who have pro- 
voked him to the higheſt degree, and rendered him their 
utter and implacable Enemy. To be conſcious. to our 
ſelves, that we have done all we could to Afﬀront and 
Abuſe our Lord and Saviour, as is too much the Caſe of 
theſe Sinners, muſt ſtrike the deepeſt Melancholy - _ 
ou 
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Souls. Then when we have moſt need of Comfort, we 
{hall have 'the the leaſt of ir; and inſtead of Acceptance 
with God, have 'a Shameful and Bitter Sentence trom 
him : So that what Solomon faith, ( Prov. x. 24 —) may 
be fitly applied to the Caſe before us. Becayſe 7 have 
called, and ye refuſed, I have Rtretched out my hand, axd 
no Man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, 
and waky, none of my Reprocf : I alſo will Jawgh at your Cala» 
mity, I will mock when your Fear cometh ; when your fear 
cometh as deſolation, and deſtrutlion cometh as a Whirk-wind 
when diſtreſs and angniſh cometh upon you. Then ſhall they 
call upon me, but ] will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, 
But they ſhall not find me : For that they hated knowledge, 
and did not chaſe the fear of the Lord. They would none 
of my counſel : - They deſpiſed all my reproof. Therefore ſhall 
they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with 
their own devices, Whence we proceed to conſider, 
Fifthly, A conſequence of moſt dreadful Ruin and De- 
itrution; for the great End and Defign of that his moſt 
Solemn coming to Judgment, 1s to paſs an irrevocable 
Sentence of Happineſs or Mifery on all Mankind ; and 
fo accordingly this here before us muſt ſignify, or imply, 
the moſt dreadful Cafe or Condemnation of ſuch Sinners 
at that Day. This then ſhall be their Sentence, Depart 
ye Curſed into the Fire prepared for the Devil, and his 
Angels : And the very worſt place in this ſhall be afſ- 
ſigned them, They ſhall have their Portion with Hypocrites ; 
* for ſuch they are in the higheſt Nature and Degree. They 
who believe in God, and do thus ſhamefully Diſſemble 
with him, br dewy him in an Adalterous and Sinfal Gene 
ration, when it ntay be moſt Glorious or Neceſſary to own 
or atteſt his Truth, ftrictly to maintain Faith and a good 
Conſcience, are the moſt Gwlry, and ſhall be the moſt 
Miferable of all Men in another World : Of him ſhall the 
Son of Man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory of his 
Prther, with the holy Angels. And having thus as brief- 


ly, 
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ly, and as plainly, as I could, fet forth the dreadful Pu- 
niſhment of ſuch Men, eſpecially as here intimated, or 
repreſented by our Saviour. 

I think it may be very needfull and requiſite to pro- 
pound, in the Fifth and Laſt place, The means to avoid 
this {0 very Great and Da s Evil. In order where- 
unto Iſhall lay down theſe following Rules or DireQions. 

7. Let us conſider, The ſhortneſs and great uncer- 
tainty of this preſent Lite. This being a moſt Tikely means 
to June all Temptations to this Evil ; which are oc- 
ca through Mens overmuch Concern or Fondneſs 
for this preſent World. This ( as we before obſerved ) 
doth too often make us withdraw our Thoughts from 
God, and become Treacherous againſt him : Wherefore 
if Men would Jearn to fet a due Eſtimate on Things 
here below, and conſider theſe Worldly Pleaſures and 
Enjoyments, as they are in themſelves, mean and tranſi- 
tory ; and that as So/omon ſaith, Al! is Vanity and Fex- 
ation of Spirit, We ſhould be leſs defrous or inclined 
to purchaſe chem at ſo high a Price. Is a Intle temporal 
Intereſt, that may ſoon come to nothing 2? 1s a vain blaſt 
oft Honour or Ambition, or any thing that we can aim at 
in this World, Satisfatory and Laſting ? Why then ſhould 
they any wiſe diffettle us in the great Coneerns of Faith 
and Religion? Can any Thing in this World be worth 
the buying at fo dear « Rate ? The faſhion of this World 
( faith the Apoſtle ) paſſerh away, And would we but 
eſteem of it accordingly, it would induce us to have mea- 
ner thoughts of Things here below, and fet them upon 
Things above. And hereupon we ſhould be fully con- 
vincd, That Truth and Religion, were the only ſolid and 
laſting Comforts ; and that we have nothing here ſo va- 
luable as Faith and 2 good Conſcience. But if we are 
ſill refolved ro make Mammon our God, and to pre- 
fer the Pleaſure or Intereſt of this World before all Things, 
is to be expeRted and not wondered at, that thay * 
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be aftamed of Chriſt, and his Words, in this Adulterous and 
Sinful Generation. 

2. Let us duly conſider and retlet-upon , The great 
Concern-and intereſt of our Sou}; : Which ſeems to be the 
very means or remedy here propounded by our vavi- 
our himſelt, for the prevention of 1o great an Evil, Ver. 
36. For what ſbalt it profit a lan, if he ſhall gain "the 
whole World, and loſe his own $'ul2 Or what hall a Mm 
give in exchange for his Soul ? WI /never therefore ſhall be,&cc. 
Suppoſe we could promote the higheſt Intereſt here in 
this WorlJ, yet this is not able 12 preponderate or make 
amends for, the Loſs or Damage we ſuſlain thereby, or 
undergo for.ir. Our Souls or Spirits aze-ot-a moſt durable 
and laſting Nature: Now Religion promotes their great 
and higheſi ſntereſt ; by adhearing cloſely 'to Faith and a 
good Conſcience, We procure the Love and Favour of 
God, which u better than Life it ſelf. We lay up an incor- 
ruptable Treaſure in Heaven. We ſecure our beſt part, 
That which is indeed only and properly our ſelves. Let 
us then bur value theſe our Souls at a due and reaſonable 
Rate, and we ſhall not be apt to be ſeduced, by unworthy 
Compliances, to renounce or be aſhamed of our higheſt 
Intereſt, and to caſt away our ſelves for ever. Would we 
thus frequently think of, and deeply conſider the great 
Value and Intereſt of our immortal Souls, it would hap- 
pily ſecure our falling into ſo great an Evil, and moſt ef- 
tectually ſubdue all kind of Temptations to it, unleſs Men 
were diipoſed to run themſelves upon the moſt apparent 
Ruin and Deſtruction. And this will bring me to a 

3» Thing requiſite thereunto: A due and frequent Ex- 
amination of our preſent Faith and Religion. Tis a duty 
plainly laid down, and ſtrictly injoyned by the Apoſtle, 
2 Cor.13.5. Examine your jelves whether ye be in the Faith : 
prove your own ſehuves : know ye not your own ſelves how that 
Teſus Chriſt 4s in you, exceptiye be Reprobates. A firmneſs 
1n Faith doth neceſlary umply a precious Knowledge nl 

Under- 
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Underſtanding of it ; for we cannot be faid to be withdrawn 
from ;what we do not firſt own and underſtand. Now 'tis 
much to be feared and ſuſpected , That too-many; who 
feem to be. very Reſolute, and make a very great Noiſe 
about Faith and Religion, do not rightly, if at all, conceive 
or apprehend what they mean by them. For Men are apt to 
rake up with Hear-ſay, Education, or the like : Whereas 
that Faith is only and properly ours, which we embrace upon 
our own Knowledge or Approbation. And now to prevent 
or avoid the Evil betore us, let. us duly weigh and conſider 
how we are diſpoſed and qualified in the great and weighty 
Matters of Religion. There is much tajk, and a great noite 
made about it in the World ; But doth my Soul rightly ap- 
prehend'or conſider what 15 meant by it, or what is the 
deſign of it ? Do I believe the Word of God, and thoſe great 
and myſterious Truths he hath diſcovered ro me? Am I 
afraid of his Judgments, aſſured of his Promiſes, and con- 
vinced of his Veracity in all Things? Do I truſt upon his 
Power, Mercy, and Goodneſs? And am I aſſured of his juſt 
Anger and Severity ? Am l convinced and perſwaded inthe 
Truth and Excellency of thoſe Things I profeſs to believe? 
And is all this firmly fixed and rooted in my Soul ; Not in 
Word or in Tongue, but in Deed and in Truth 2 And do I be- 
lieve with all my Heart, with all my Soul, and with all my Mind 
Hereupon I may ſay with the Apoſtle, Beloved, if in theſe 
things our hearts condemn us not, then have we confidence towards 
God. And this will be ſuch a Qualification as will keep us 
ſteady and immovable againſt all Oppoſition : We ſhall have 
that Convition from within,and thoſe regular Motions un our 
Hearts, as will diſpoſe us to a ſutable Behaviour 4n all our 
Actions : For as a good Tree cannot bring tforth-eorrupt Fruit, 
ſo a Mind well Principled and ladued, will be evermore 
happily diſpoſed to Subdue and Conquer whatever may tempt 
us to this Sin, And believe me, it requires a firm and well 
ſettled Faith to bear us up againſt all rhoſe Hardihips, and Dif 
ficulties that oppoſe us in our Chriſtian State, Whence you 
ſee how neceſſary and requiſite it is ſeriouſly and often to 

E CON- 
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conſider the Caſe between God and our Sauls,zo become every 
day more and/ more confiemed: and fetried in the great and 
weighty Concerns of our Faith and our Religion : And here« 
Kms. do wellinour preſentCi aces to confider 
Nature and Excellency of that Faich which is profeſſed 
among us, that we grow init more and more, and be firm and 
conſtant'to it. For we enjoy, God be bleſſed, a Faith truly 
Orthodox and Catholick, inthe beſt and pureſt Church upon 
Earth: That doth.not prohibit or MROINY tures 
from any, but doth enjoyn and practice the conſtant and daily 
Uſe and Reading of them : Where Sacraments are adminiſter'd 
as Chriſt enjoyn'd them, in a moſt grave, ſolemn, anddecent 
Manner : Whoſe Prayers are moſt pious and heavenly, every 
way futed to-our ſeveral Wants- and. Neceſſities, and able to 
warm our Souls with-a moſtfervent Zeal and Devotion: Let us 
ſtudy to improve in the knowledge and prattice of this Faith, 
which will happily ſecure us from all dangerous Errors and 
Superſtition: Here we are taught and enjoyn'd-due Obedience 
to: God, ſfrift Loyalty to our Prince, Love and Charity to all 
Men. Its DoQrins are Sound and Orthodox. Its Diſcipline 
Pure and Primitive: And as many as walk by this Rule, peace be 
on them, and on the Iſrael of Ged, And now having ſo Good, 
ſo True, and. Sound a Faith and Religion ; if we defire and 
expeQ that God ſhould preſerve and continue it to us, Le? us 
hold-faſt thu P rofeſſron of our Faith without wavering : That no- 
rhing prevail upon- us to injure, deſert or betray, this truly 
Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith, as profeſſed in the Church 
of England. The more we conſider of, or know it, the better 
ſhall we like ir, and- become the firmer in it, upon a due and 
ſerious Examination and right Underſtanding of it ; We ſhall 
find" it will both deſerve and inſtru us in a firm Conſtancy 
and Reſolution again(t all Oppofition-and Difficulty whatever. 
Finally, my Brethren, be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power of 
his Might. Put on the whole Armor of God, that ye may able to 
Stand againſt the Wiles of the Devil. For we wreſtle not againſt 
Feſt and Blood, but againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, againſt 
. the Rulers. againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs if the darkneſs _ 
| | World, 
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World, on High places : wherefore take unto you the whole Armor of 
Gad, that ye may be able to'withſtand in the evil Pay, aud having 
done all ta Stand, Eph. 6. 10. 

4. It yay be again requiſtt herein to ſet before us the Pattern 
and Example of Chriſt, who was eminent in all PerfeCtions, 
but eſpecially Remarkable for this ; infomuch that he himſelf 
tells us, For this end was 7 born, and for this cauſe came I into the 
World, that} ſhould bear Witnefs unto the Truth. Which he never 
diflembled, but conſtantly aſſerted with the greateſt C 
and'Refolution ; 7 /peat openly in the Synagogue. So far was he 
from Fear or Cowardice, and fo compleat this Pattern that he 
underwent the extreameſt Suffterings even unto Nearly for 
Truth, and a good Cauſe. This Captain of our Salvation being, fa 
Brave and Generous, we are obliged both in Favour and Duty 
to-1mitate and reſemble his Courage and Conttancy ;/ and, like 
him, firmly maintain Truth and Integrity, whatever 1t cofts us: 
This will reſemble us to-Chrift at preſent, and bring us'to the 
Enjoyment of him hereafter. Whereupon [ ſhall conclude with 
the Apoſtle, r Tim.6. 13. 7 give thee charge in the fight of God, 
who quickneth all things, and before Chriſt Feſus, wha before: Pon- 
tins Pilate witneſſed a govd Confeſhon, that thou keep this:Conn 
mandment without ſpot; wnrebuke.ib!e, until the appearing of our 
Lord Jeſu Chriſt. 

5. For another preventionor diretton againſt this great Evil, 
Ict us often-think and-confiderof that great and terrible Threat. 
ning here mentioned; Ad tht if we be aſhamed of him; and his 
Words, in this Adulterons and- Sinful Generation, «of Hin fhail. the 
Sou of Man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory of his Father, 
with the boly Angels. And certainly frequent and ſerious re- 
ſlexions on that great and glorious Appearance, and that his 
coming in ſuch a Solemn and Terrible manner. to recompence 
Puniſhment on us, ſhould preferve us firm and ſteadfaſt in all 
holy Duties. For ſhould it not make us even now thrink and 
tremble to think with our ſelves, that he will call us to a ſtrict 
Account, end puniſh us moſt ſeverely for theſe- things another 
Day.How ſhall we look,or what ſhall we beable-to ſay,when we 
come to appear before Him in ſuch Majeſty and Honour? 

Wherefore. 


( 28.) 
Wherefore if we keep the Thoughts-of tiis.ſq 
rible Appearance always freſhzand: fettled'in our Mi 


and ter- 
it will 


make us not dare to be guilty of ſagread a Sin; a$we will anſwer. 


hereafter at our-utmott peril. For if we deny bim, he alſo will 
deny ts, 2 Tim. 2. 12. 


6. Let:us be firift and ſincere in all holy Duties, 'Zhart we 


adorn-the Dottrin of ChrisF tn all VINES, and walk wortby- of dur 


Profeſſion. '''A'good Faith is the moſt ot all indanger'd by-an 
vndue and irregular Practice. If by our ungodly ard wicked 


Lives 'we Diſhonour- our Religion, we make a very. for- 


ward ſtep towards a denial of it, and it may be juſtin God 
quite to remove it from us. It theretore we would conſult the 
Intereſt of true Religion, and do deſign, or would defire, the fe- 
curity and continuance of it; Let us walk conſcienciouſly by the 
Rule we-profeſs, and not dare any longer to continue practices 
ſo repugnant to all Piety and Religion, remembring what the 
Apoſile threatens ſome, Who becauſe they received not the love 
of the Truth; that they might be ſaved. For this cauſe God ſhall 
fend them ſtrong delufton, that they. ſhould believe alie,,Theſl, 2.10. 

But to:complear, and perlect all, we muſt be ſure to ſuperadd 
ia the Seventh and Laſt Place, our moſt humble and hearty 
Prayers to Almighty God, That he by his Grace, or Holy 
Spirit, weu'd afliſt us againſt this great and fatal Evil. 7hat 
he would ſupport us under all Dangers, 'and carry us through all 
Temptations. That he would ſtabliſh, ftrengthen, ſettle w. That 
he would graft in our Hearts the Love of his Name, increaſe in 
us true Religion, nouriſh us with all Goodneſs , and of his great 
Mercy keep us in the ſame. That he being our Ruler and Guid, 
we may ſo paſs through things Temporal, that we finally l:ſe not the 
things Eternal. That ſoChriſt our Lord may not be aſhamed of us, 
when ihe cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels. — 

Now our Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our Father, 
which” hath loved us, and hath given us everlaſting conſolation, 
and good hope through Grace, comfort your Hearts, and ſtabliſh 
you in every good Word and Work, 2. Thefl. 2. 16, 17. 
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